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A STUDY ON THE JUVENILE VICTIMS IN A 
LOCAL MIDDLE TOWN, TSUKIDATE, 
OF NORTH-EAST JAPAN 
--On the special reference to the structure of suffering situations from 
the viewpoint of socialpsychological ecology--
By 
TAKEKATSU K I K U 0 H I (*iifuff'tR1l) 
(Department of P8ychology, Tohoku Univer8ity, Sendai) 
This is a short report of a fact-finding study on the juvenile victims executed in 
TsuKIDATE Town, a local middle town of north-east Japan. The objects of this 
study were all pupils of the second year in TsuKIDATE public junior high school. 
As a whole, the sufferings within this school occurred through the simple techniques 
of the "non-presence", "non-notice", and "coersion"_ A little more developed tech-
niques seem only in areas out of this school. This seems to be due to the fact that 
the social and cultural structure of this district is relatively simple. While the condi-
tions of socialization are simple, those of anti-socialization are poor. 
PROBLEM 
So long as we study cnme or delinquency social-psychologically, it must be 
premissed that the concerned criminal or delinquent behaviors are to be understood 
in their proper positions in the "field of formation of crime/delinquency composed of 
the criminal, the victim, and the controller (the third person)_* In our view the 
victimology, as is often pointed out, may offer basically one of the most successful view-
points to approach the structure of this tripartite relation. Here the situation of the 
occurrence of suffering comes into question, where the tripartite relation can take its 
concrete shape integrately. To consider the matter of the situation of crime/delin-
quency means to take a stand on an ecological one at the same time. And this stand-
point must have one of the most important positions in the theories of crime/delin-
quency. 
It need scarcely be said that the ecology is a science which deals with the relation 
between individuals and their environments. Especially in the ecology of human life 
and behavior, the problems of interactions and interrelations of individuals cannot 
be bypassed. Individuals must be studied in the whole situation of man, society, and 
culture formed through these interactions and interrelations. And the whole situation 
(environment) must not be regarded as abstract or general, but as specific social one, 
for example, communities or social institutions or establishments, in which the three 
forked structure of man, society, and culture is to be studied concretely and really. 
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Ecology of man must be, therefore, the study of man in his real life situations_ 
An approach of the median level introduced as the basic method of socialpsycho-
logy by J. Abe meant the study and research of man and his behaviors and environ-
ment within the limit of his fundamental society where man spends almost all his time. 
The studies by Abe and his coworkers may be divided into two groups: 1) to focuss 
the process of occurrence, development and elimination of individual behaviors (in 
this paper especially delinquent behavior) within the median regions, 2) to focuss the 
regional influence or the meaning to individual behaviors. The so-called ecology 
stresses the latter. But the former is also indispensable, for it gives thought to the 
ecological approach in the true sense. 
Here, for the present, we are going to study the meaning of communities or school 
situations for the occurrence of delinquency through "a fact-finding study on the 
juvenile victims" especially in the case of Tsukidate town, which belongs to SB type 
of the "District-Socialization Types". ** 
Specific crime or delinquency and the various situations are tied with each other by 
the fact of the actual occurrence of delinquent or criminal behaviors. The patterns of 
occurrence situation are presented in following four discriptive types proposed by Abe. 
They are namely the types of offender's criminal technique, "by which a criminal state 
is first successfully actualized through his gaining an advantage over the inhibition 
one of the opponent in a happening or lasting situation, moreover by which it is 
inhibited through his being overcome with a controller's inhibition technique .... 
Here are some basic types of the c criminal technique, that is, a "non-presence criminal 
technique", a "non-notice one", a "coercion one" and a "pretense one" to a coping 
force of inhibition technique which is present to him or imagined by him ... " (1971)*** 
It is one of the purposes of this study to discuss the environmental characteristics 
of this object area of our research concerning crime or delinquency, arranging and 
understanding the grasped facts concerning victims through these four types. 
METHOD 
Our research was done through the fact-finding questionaire, which contains items 
of not only the actual conditions of sufferings of victims in the year, but also its back-
ground regions which construct the developmental characteristics of their life space 
such as family, neighborhood, school, friend and so on ... 
This construction of questionaire may be contradictory to the viewpoint of the 
ecological psychology of Barker who attaches importance to the "observable outside 
context" (1971). But, we think, individual consciousness should not be left out of 
consideration, because the relation of man to his environment is fundamentally realized 
on social interrelations, social and cultural relations. To be in social interrelation 
means to hold mutually the relation in which one's life space (consciousness) is another's 
environment simultaneously. It may be no wonder that we should give important 
*,**,*** Oarried in the end of this report. 
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position to methods dealing of the problem of consciousness in methodology of social-
psychological ecology. 
This study was done at Tsukidate town (the population 15,000) in Miyagi prefec-
ture of North-east Japan, in December 1972. The objects were all of second year 
pupils (363 pupils) in Tsukidate public junior high school. 
RESULTS 
i) General Oonditions of Pupils in This Tsukidate Town District. 
Tsukidate town is a local middle town with some rural and agricaltural districts at the 
back. But the content of their conciousness approaches to that of city-dweller's. The rate 
of pupils who wish to go to senior high school is growing higher (87.0% in 1972). Their 
life spaces are structured with their school life as core. The state of whole-hearted 
devotion to go to senior high school, however, has not yet so deeply taken root into 
this district, but some other socialization channels are also to be seen. It differs from 
the general condition of large cities in Japan in this point. The structure of their 
friendship or companionship is relatively simple. School district and life district overlap 
each other. In short, their objective behavior space is not so differentiated. 
But as this junior high school is an integrated one with three schools, their sphere 
of attending school is fairly large in the whole; some take almost one hour to attend. 
Means of attending are enumerated in the following oder, by bicycle (boys), on foot 
(boys and girls), by bus (girls) ... 
This town has only small-scaled streets, but no special amusement quarters. Mter 
all, Tsukidate town has not yet differentiated its various functions all over it. The 
behavior space of pupils is, therefore, limited within their families, neibourhood, school, 
streets and the like. 
ii) General Oondition of Occurrence Situations of Sufferings. 
The proportion of suffering of this year (1972) in this area reported in our ques-
tionaire is shown in Table 1. 
Most sufferings happened on ordinary days or during the long term vacations. 
In the former, 77% of the sufferings took place in the school: in classrooms (50.7%), in 
the schoolyard (7.7%), in the gymnasium (8.7%). 
At the happening of the suffering the victims were, in their recess (20.1%), after 
school (15.0%), on their way to or from school (25.9%), in stUdying (10.0%). Nearly 
half the persons who caused damage (offenders) were aquaintant boys to sufferers, for 
example, classmates or specific problem boys in the same school, and the rest still 
remained a mystery. 
Victims happened to suffer damage in most cases in company with a fellow of the 
same sex or when they were alone. As the situations of sufferings are limited mostly 
in the school, there were in nearly 60% of cases, classmates or other pupils. But it 
was only one third of them that rescued the victims from the suffering. 
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Boys 
52 
cases 
(29.2%) 
Girls 
63 
cases 
(34.1%) 
Table 1. Content of sufferings. 
Money or things were stolen ................. . 
Were threatened ..... " ... , ................ . 
Were struck 
Were jeered at ............................. . 
Possessions were destroyed on ill purpose ....... . 
Money on things were stolen ............... . 
Were threatened ........................... . 
Were touched on the body on ill purpose 
Were badgered to keep company with ....... . 
Had their pockets picked ................... . 
32.7% 
23.1% 
17.3% 
15.4% 
9.6% 
46.0% 
19.0% 
17.5% 
10.0% 
7.9% 
The coping behaviors of the victims againts the assailants were shown as non-
registance, ignoring, protesting, but most of their behaviors were active, and there 
were very few passive behaviors, such as running away. 
DISCUSSION 
Here we are to discuss some suffering patterns. First, in cases where "money or 
things were stolen", the following are common patterns (Table 2)_ This seems to be 
consistent with the "non-presense" patterns. 
Next, concerning the case where they "had their pockets picked" (Table 3). It 
can be said that the latter (on the streets) belongs to the "non-notice". The others 
(the former) are to be classified into the "non-presence" pattern. 
When Where 
Afternoon of 
ordinary days In 
[ In • __ ] class-rooms After school 
In club-
activity 
When Where 
Afternoon of In I ordinary days class I (Afterschool) rooms I 
Afternoon of 
I holidays In (On shopping) streets I 
Table 2. 
I · I What cop-I By Whom WIth Whom ing Behavior 
/ / Obscure / / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
Table 3. 
I I 
What By Whom With Whom Coping B. 
Obscure ? ? 
Obscure ? ? 
Movement after 
the event 
Told their teachers 
all about it 
Movement after 
the Event 
Told families, teachers 
friends all about it 
q 
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Table 4. 
When I I I What I Movement after Where By Whom I With whom Coping B. the event 
Morning, afternoon In Alone Non- Didn't tell 
evening or night on school- registance anyone 
ordinary days yard, One or 
[ Tn ,,~'" class-rooms, more men, With protest, Told their In resess clubhouses, Schoolboys friends of teachers 
AJW",hooi 1 gymnasium the same objection 
Their way sex 
back home (knocked 
On over) 
streets 
Then, "were threatened", "were struck", "possessions were destroyed on ill 
purpose" show the pattern as Table 4. It can be said that these three sufferings show 
commonly the "coersion" pattern, although fairly varieties are to be seen. These occur 
in following two patterns; 1) The offender holding a dominant position, the suffering 
occurs under his one-sided intention, while on the other side the victim cannot recog-
nize the situation. 2) Offender and sufferer are in conflicting power relation, and in 
this case the initial offender may be often reversed into the victim. 
Finally, these all facts of sufferings can be divided into two groups; The first is 
trifle problem behaviors in the school such as some trouble or tricks or mischieves. 
(Most of sufferings belong to this group.) The second, the delinquent behaviors out-
side the school. The former is the behaviors with simple techniques of the non-
presence and the coercion that occur in the relation of pupils belonging to the same 
school. In the latter, most of them are of non-notice pattern and the offenders of 
this group are enlarged to those who are not of the same school. In the coercion 
technique, though the offenses in the school have a simple structure of relations, it 
seems to be more complicated structure enlarged into the relation of inter- schools in 
the group outside the school. 
Regarding the suffering of sexual mischief, those which occurred outside the 
school had a little complicated and developed techniques of the coercion and the non-
notice. As places of these sufferings, the suburbs were mostly selected. 
As a whole, the sufferings in this school occur through the simple technique of 
the non-presence, non-notice, and the coercion. A little more developed techniques 
are seen only in area out of this school. This seems to be owing to the fact that the 
social and cultural structure of this district is relatively simple as above mentioned. 
The conditions of socialization processes are simple, while those of anti-socialization 
processes are poor. 
As above mentioned, we wished to approach the situation of delinquency/crime 
formation (delinquent environment) by understanding the technique which dominates 
the delinquent structure of the situations. But it is nessessary to analyze and to 
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comprehend in details further by pigeonholing of data and repeating of research study 
of the same kind_ And then it will be interesting for us to study the relation of the 
fixed specific place to some social behaviors (including delinquent sufferings) from 
our standpoint of socialpsychological ecology. 
* See Abe (1971) and Kikuchi (1972) 
** See Abe et al. (1965, 1966, 1972) and Takei (1972) 
*** They are classified into two large types: the "covert type and the overt type". He said 
that covert type may be further divided into tvo groups: the "non-presence" group and 
the "non-notice" group. The non-presence group includes only the cases forming such 
a situation as there is never a coping man, who is a victim or the third party, in each in-
jurer's perceptual environment, here are only an injurer (s) or his group and at least a little 
valuable thing ...... the non-notice group comprehends such cases, as some men coped 
by an injurer as the victim and/or the third party are present in his perceptual environment, 
and the injurer (s) or his (their) group interacts with them that he gets his more dominant 
force than that of the opponents, his being not really coped by opponents through never 
attracting their attention to his presence or his action; ... so that the injurer can make the 
other be a victim ...... And then the overt type also will be furthermore parted into two 
groups: the coersion group and the pretense group. The coersion group comprehend such 
cases, as an injurer not only stands before a victim or the third party, but he, intentionally 
or not, bring to their notice of his presence and his harmful intention, so that he suppresses 
directly their coping forces with violence and threat to get hegemony over a victim and 
an other third party ........ the pretense group has such cases, as this group's injurer 
really stands before a victim or a third party as the coersion group's one. But he signifies 
to them his pseudo-intention whether fully enough or only as a hint and they are let to 
come into belief for his action to be useful for them, so that he can make loose their coping 
forces or rather actively make it turn to joint force to get them become victim. 
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